Every once in agreat while
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that shouldn't have
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clay tile roof.
But not often.

Mr . Arch itec t ....
let us show you why a larg e percent
of Building owne rs in New Mexico
rely upon us for dependable Vertical
Tra nsporta tion.
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ZonolifeMason')' Fall, the savi flS 'Would
Meve alread}' exceededl.,87S,OOO.

Assuming, of course, WestminsterAbbeyhas been getting heating bills for the last 700 years.
By now, Zonolite" Masonry Fill Insulation would not
only have paid for itself .. .but the building too!
Today, Zonol ite frequently pays for itself within
two or three heating seasons. And it will probably
make possible a lower investment in heating and
cooling equipment.
I

Southwest Vermicul ite Co.,
5119 Edith Blvd. , N. E.,
Albuquerque, N. M . 87107
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It's alsoeconomical to install.
A lightweight, free -flowing,
granular vermiculite, Zonolite
fills walls up to 20 feet in height in a single pour.
And it's permanently water-repellent.
Get thecompletesavingsstoryfro myourZonolite
man-en-the-job. Construction Products Division,
W. R. Grace & Co. , 62 Wh ittemore Ave. , Cambridge,
Massachusetts 02140.
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Just Say Grace

UNISTRUT

MADE FOR THE

SOUTHWEST CLIMATE

NEW MEXICO

METAL FRAMING
TELESPAR TUBING

SERVING THE SOUTHWEST FOR A QUARTER
CENTURY WITH QUALITY PAINTS AND PROTECTI VE COATINGS .
M R. ST RU T

For Fost Service On
Your Requiremen ts Call
Bill Sutto n. Your
Archit ectura l Repres entative

movable partitions
wire mesh partitions
toil et partitions

WELLBORN
PAINT Mfg. CO.

steel ' shelv ing and racks

2714 4th St., N. W.
Albuquerque, N. M .
87107
Phone 344-3558

48 20 PAN AMERICAN TIGHWAY. N. E. • P.O. BOX 3128
ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEX ICO 871 10
PHONE 50 5 345-240 5

flowers
are delicate things.
Roofing and S heetmetal. Contrac tors

That's Why So
Many Greenhouses
are Heated With
Natural Gas.
Water vapor is one by-product of gas he at. Carbon diox ide
(w hich we exhale) is the other. And house plants need both to
thr ive and grow. Greenhouse operators have known about the
benef its of gas heat for years. They are also pleased that gas
heats for a fr a ct ion of electricity's cost.

Corporation of Albuquerque

He a t th at's g ood for flowers is good for p eop le . Be tie r for
people, in fact, because central gas heating filters out the lint
and dust that are a natural part of the air in every room . Which
are th ings that dispersed electric res istance heating certainly
can't do !
More than that, gas heat gives you the best in a ll-ove r warmth,
floor to ceil ing a nd wall to wall. You'll revel in th e comfort of
gas heat. And your house plants will thrive in it.

711 WHEELER AVE. S.E.
TEL. 243-3788

ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEXICO 87103

If you wa nt the job do ne right
SOUTHERN UNION
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do it with gas.

GAS COMPANY

Get more school for
your money with an
All-Electric design.

You can buy a language la b, cafeteria
or even three extra classrooms with the
money you save in owning a nd operating costs with an All-Electric design.
You get extra comfort a nd cleanliness,
too.
School board after school board has
discovered that the All- Electric school
eliminates many expensive fi rst cost
items, and they req u ire less mechanical
supervision . An All-Elect ric school minimizes yearly maintenance costs as well.
School boards have also discovered how
the flexibility of an All-Electric design
permits economic installation of air cool ing-either initially or at a later date.
Another advantage of goi ng AIl-Electric is the greater freedom for architectural design, which usually results in
added floor space and easier expansion
in the future . If you're bui Iding a new
school or expanding an old one, consider
going All -Electric. Talk to the Sa les Engineering Staff at the Pu blic Service
Company of New Mexico. T hey' ll be
glad to help.
Public Service Company of New Mexico

A NEW MODERN FACILITY FOR THE
FINEST IN CONCRETE PRODUCTS

The new Prest ressed Concrete Prod ucts, Inc. Plant located south of Menaul Blvd. and west of
1-2 5 in Albuq ue rq ue cove rin g 8 ac res. Produ ced in this pla nt are Preca st, Prest ressed Con c rete
sing le tees, t win tees, and Y sect ions for roof, f loor and wa ll construction. Ot her specialti es inc lud e Precast wall sections, A rchitectural shapes and forms a nd many concrete items to o rder.
Pres t ressed Concrete Products offers the services of their
own engineering staff to work with architects, engineers
a nd owners fo r adaptation of concrete products to your
project or building.

PRESTRESSED' :.
CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC

1304 Menaul Blvd. N.E., Albuquerque, N.M. 87106
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NEW MEXICO ARTS
COMMISSION
ANNOUNCES 3RD
AWARDS PROGRAM

Entries are now being solicited
for the New Mexico Arts Commission a wa r d s program. Th e
awa rds are given in two categories
as outlin ed below:
1) "AWARD FOR
EXCELLENCE" IN NEW
CONSTRUCTION

In order to recognize significant and distinguished contributions to the total environment,
the New Mexico Arts Commission and the New Mexico Society of Architects hereby establish an annu al Award for Excellence for new or recent construction.
Th e awa rd will be pr esent ed
to designers of stru ctures which
have been built within the state
of New Mexico, and which enhance the environment for Man.

of the award certificates will be
presented to those additional persons who have been instrumental
in the construction, design, or p reservation of the recognized structure.
The nominations for either
award category are not limited to
architect designed buildings. Any
structure is eligible - a bridge, a
dam, a house, a barn, a site, or a
monumen t.
Nom inations are solicited from
archit ects, engineers, plann ers,
landscape architects, historical societies, garde n clubs-any person,
or any organization .
The committee appointed by the

New Mexico Society of Architects
wan ts to see all that has been constructed or preserved throughout
New Mexico which might warrant
consideration for th ese awards.
No rules or restriction s are placed upon the present ation of entries. It is nominations which are
solicited, not expensive and elaborate brochures. However, sufficient pictorial and docum entation
material must be submitte d to explain the nomination to the jury.
Th e Deadlin e for Receipt of
No minations is August 31, 1971
Send to: John P. Conran , AlA
Box 935, Santa Fe, n.i«. 87501

BOOK REVI EW

-

'nJ

2) "AWARD FOR
EXCELLENCE" IN THE
FIELD OF HISTORIC
PRESERVATION

It is an established fact that
the retention of the historical
records of man's achievement is
of immense value to present and
future generations. Historical
buildin gs, artifacts, and sites are
the visual catalo gue of that heritage.
Accordingly, the New Mexico
Arts Commission and the New
Mexico Society of Architects
hereby establish an Award for
Excellence in the field of Historic Preservation. This award
will recognize valuable efforts
in the preservation of significant
architecture, artifacts, or sites
of historical importance.
The New Mexico Society of Architects undertakes to administer
these awards programs. Similar
awards in both categories will be
present ed to the designers and
owners of the structures to be recognized. It is planned that copies

Historic Preservation : A Plan
for Ne w Mexico. State Planning
Office. 1971. L. C. 77-633959.
Available from th e State Planning Office, Stat e Capitol Building, Santa Fe, N .M . 87501. Prices:
in-state $5.00; out-of-state $7.00
postpaid.
An involvement and deep concern for its past has been an important aspect of day-to-day life
in New Mexico as far back as its
territorial period. The natural and
man-made environment has always strongly impin ged itself on
all who have experienced New
Mexico-wheth er visitors or permanent inhabitants . Thus New Mexico's man -made world has suggested a visual sense of continuity rarely found in other sections
of the country.
New Mexico's success in historNM A May· June 1971

ic preservation has been due to
several exterior circumstances: (a)
the large percentage of the land
owned by the federal government
and by the state; (b) the relativ ely modest cost of rur al acreage
( due to its restricted economic potenti al ); (c) the limited numbe r
of its communities which have experienced
large - scale
urban
growth; (d) and finally the early
realization that historic objects
have direct economic values via
touri sm.
The negati ve aspects of preservation in New Mexico have been:
(a ) the time-worn battle betw een
individual self-interest and the interest of the community, i.e., private ownership and the profit motive vs. public need; (b) a limited view of the past, i.e., a reMore on Page 9
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OUR 34TH YEAR CLIMATE DESIGNING
PAINT FOR THE SOUTHWEST

HAN lEY'S

and the

~ NEWWORW
~ OF COLOR

If you represent, or wish
to sell, a product to the
architectural profession,
then - - -

COLOR .. . ....

g~}ohP.

ARCHITECTURAL PAINTS
FOR BEAUTY AND
PROTECTION
TECHNICAL COATINGS FOR
PROTECTION - FUNCTION
AND BEAUTY.

SUNFOE
AMBASSADOR
COROBAN

HANLEY PAINT MFG. CO., INC.
EL PASO, TEXAS
PH. 532 -6921
PH. 755-3353

ALBUQUERQUE
NEW MEXICO
PH. 265-1524

call or write Robert G. Mallory, AlA
115 Amherst Drive, S.E., Albuquerque 87106
505 255-8668

serving New Mexico
and the EI Paso area
with

Quality Concrete Masonry Products
and many allied building materials
Modernfold Wood and Plastic Folding Doors
Hollow Metal Doors and Frames
Reinforcin g and Fabricated Steel
Steel and Formica Toilet Partitions
Commercial Hardware
Commercial Toilet Accessories
Moderncote Vinyl Wall Cov ering
Residential and Com mercial Steel and Aluminum Windows

Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc.
P. O. Box 1633
Roswell, N. 1\1. 88201
505 622-1321

P. O. Drawer FF
Las Cruce s. N. ~I. 88001
505 524-3633

Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc.
P. O. Box 10284
Albuquerque, N. M. 87114
505 344·0851

Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc.

Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc.
Telephone
EI Paso
915 532-9695

Members : New Me xico Concrete Mason ry Ass oc ia tion , No t iona l Concrete Mason ry Assoc iat ion
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jection of the past th e closer it
comes to the pr esent.
In this report on ew Mexico's
preservation, drawn up by Merle
Clark, dir ector of the pro gram,
and oth ers, we are presented wit h
a clear realistic picture of wha t
has been accomplished, wh at is
presentl y being done , and what
needs to and can be carried out
in the immediate future. Th e report is divided into four parts:
background, survey and planning,
pr eservation and developm ent, and
general recommendations. Th ese
chapters are supplemented by appendi ces dealin g with existing
legislation , historic zonin g ordinances, and organizations (within
ew Mexico ) in historic preservation.
Th e general tone of the repo rt
an d its specific recomm endations
are as successful as could ever
be in treadi ng the tenuo us pa th
between idealism and pr esent -day
reality. Without engaging in
"soupy" evasive langu age the report goes to the root of th e problem-the irr econcilabl e conflict
betw een our society's needs ( both
now and in th e future ) and our
time honored and hallowed American tradition of exploiting our
physical world and oth er hu man
beings for immediate individu al
personal gain. Only on th e rarest
occasions has the de ep set need
for the pr eservation of fragments
of our past been synonymous with
the personal profit of an ind ividual, bu siness or corporation . Th e
authors of this report ar e completely realistic in sensin g that
those committe d to preservation
are in a minority; th at those who
continued to expose laissez-faire
exploita tion still dominate the un concerne d, uncomm itt ed bulk of
Americans who form th e majority. Th erefore, the preservationist
must continue to play games and
engage in public charades. He
must still pr etend that there is a
compatability between individual
or corporate profit, and the needs
of the community for meaningful
historic continuity. Both minori-

ties, th e laissez-faire and th e
preserva tionist, kn ow full well
tha t th ese two nee ds are incompatible, but they both realize
enough to sense th at their public
image would be damaged if th ey
bluntly came out and said wha t
they really think.
or when one
carries this conflict ont o an individual level do we find anything
approaching a singleness of view.
Most pr eservationists still hold affirmati ve views ab out "free enterprise;" and a good numbe r of business and corporation executives
are deeply involved in historic
pr eservation. Almost all of us to
one degree or another exhibit a
divided personality on thi s issue .
Th e report's basic answer to
this problem is th at of ed ucating
the young so that they will grow
up with a new set of values-an
increased commitment to community ideals. Takin g our present society an d its comm itments into account, such an educational approach is pro bably the best and
most realistic recommend atio n
wh ich can b e mad e at the presen t.
As to oth er speci fics of th e report, the inclu sion of a number of
late 19th-early 20th century buildings whi ch should be pr eserved,
indicates, one hop es, that New
Mexico's view of history no longer
stops with the Territorial Style.
Alrea dy much has been needl essly lost, such as that impressive
example of the It alianat e style,
Hu ning Castle in Albuquerque,
or the rapidly diminishin g number of Harvey hou ses and Santa
F e railroad stations which first
brought the Mission style to New
Mexico. Th ere is equally a need
to see that important examples of
the Pu eblo Revival of the '20s
and '30s are protected , and it is
not too soon to beg in to conside r
the possible inclusion of a numbe r of significant post-World War
II buildings.
In th e concluding chapter, "General Recomm endations," is contain ed a proposed Histori c District
Ordinanc e for the central portion
of Silver City. Thi s well thought
NMA May· June 1971

out histori c ordinance has been
drawn up by John Conron, who
over the yea rs has been closely
involve d wit h th e pros and cons
of similar ordi nances, parti cularly the one which was devised in
1957 for an ta Fe. Conron has
sought to write an ordinance
which seeks to reconcile the demands of pri vate propert y with
those of public need. H e pr esses
the case for public need as far
as he can, takin g into account th e
pr esent legal limitations impos ed
on the community by our courts.
Conron ar gues th e case quite
strongly for crea ting th e maximum of visual distinction between
the old and th e new: "Proposed
new construc tion or alteration
should express its own time and
solve its own problems, whil e
maintainin g a harmony of materials, proportion and rhythm." ( p.
139 ). Th at such an approach is
an ideal soluti on when one posits
a sensitive highly gifted architect
is self-evident. Th e problem,
though, is that few of us are so
gifted. Should one establish a criteria for the infrequ ent archi tectural genius, wh en in fact 99% of
our buildings are designed by
thos e who will end up visually
blighting our communities in th eir
att empt to play the role of avantgarde Palladios, Wri ghts or Le
Corbusiers? Personall y, I am no
longer sure that we should creat e
legal instruments which can only
be taken adva ntage of by lone
infrequent gen iuses. Perhap s in
the long run it would be better
to have restricti ve style ordinances
in historic districts which provide
th e actual fragment s of the past
with a neutral, non-assertive back
dro p.
- David Gebhard
Dr. David Gebhard, a frequent
contributor to this magazine, is
Professor of Art an d Director of
the Art Gallery, University of California Santa Barbara. A trained
archit ect as well as an art historian Dr. Gebhard has authored
nu~erous articles and pamphlets
on architec tura l history. Formerly
More on Page 19
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For66 years the Atlasname has meant
top quality building products.
Now we 're the FEATHERlITE Building Products Company.
We're making the same fine concrete masonry units,
Strestcrete roofs and floors, Calcement Paint, Sakrete,
Mission Stone, Hueco Stone, precast concrete units, and prestressed double
tees and bridge beams.
With the same people toserve you : Cloyce Harrison, Vice President
and General Manager; Leo nard Fowler, Sales Manager.
And we're affiliated with FEATHERLITE operations in Austin,
Abilene, Converse, Lubbock, Midland, Odessa, Ranger, Wichita Falls.
All ofthis isdesigned toserve you even better. With even finer building
products. FEATHERlITE Building Products.

~OO[~IT~ BUilDING PRODUCTS COMPANY

P.O. BOX 9977, EL PASO, TEXAS79990 ·915 772-1451
10

NMA May - June 1971

THE TAOS COUNTY COURTHOUSE
ARCHITECT: The Architects, Taos

GEN ERAL CONTRACTOR: La Mesa Builders, Inc.

The recently com pleted Taos County Courthouse has ev oked much discussion , and
comme nt . Maruj citizens feel that it is "too m odern" and , therefore, a total reiection of the
Taos architectural tradition . Oth ers have expressed high praise for its "successful" attempt to
"continue" that tradition.
Feeling that the art of architecture is bett er served by th e attempt to express tim e as
well as place, N EW ME XICO ARCHITECTURE herewith present s two reviews of this Courthouse. One is by an architect who is a frequ ent visitor to and a firm devotee of Taos; the
other is by a layman resident -by -choice of Ta os.

TAOS COU TY COMMISSIO ERS:

1967-68

1969-72

J. F.
J. C.

Louis Martinez
Celso Arellano
Elmer LaCome

Romero - Chairman
Cantu
Eugene Rael

de't ent ion ceete-

O'

I

ADMINISTRATION
1. entry
2. coffee room
3. office
4. secretary
5. conference
6. janitor-mechanical
7. storage
8. records
9. vault
10. abstractors
11. work room
12. drafting room

COURTHOUSE
1. entry
2. cou rtroom
3. office
4. sec reta ry
5. conference
6. janitor-mechanical
7. storage
8. records
9. jury room
10. iudge
11. library
Mechanical
1. transformer
2. panel room

24'

I

I

I

DETENTION CENTER
1. entry
2. garage
3. office
4. secretary
5. conference
6. janitor-mechanical
7. storage
8. cells
9. kitchen
10. jailer
11. day rooms
12. isolation

HEALTH CENTER
1. entry
2. waiting room
3. office
4. secretary
5. conference
6. janitor-mechanical
7. storage
8. records
9. examination
1O. laboratory
11. multi-purpose

D

e e
detention c ent er
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The Architect's Statement
The form of the Taos County
Courthouse was derived from an
attempt to relat e the complex
harmoniously with its environment.
In this case the environment was
conside red in two ways: Site location and historical backgrou nd .
The site, which was selected by
the county commissioners, is part
of the "strip" between Taos and
Ranchos. In ord er to differentiate
it from the typic al commercial development, parking was placed at
the rear . Highw ay elevations were
d eveloped at two stories-the automobil e scale, while the cour t
elevations ar e reduced to a more
hum an scale.
Th e courthouse is a major public building, and becau se it is located in an ar ea with significant
indigenou s architecture, it should
exhibit historical c o n t in u i t y.
Throughout the earlier periods
the main architec tura l characteristic of the area was exclusive
use of adobe as the building material for walls . However, du e to
economic, structural and pro curement problems, concrete block and
stucco became a necessary alternative. Exte riors have been stuccoed, while budget limitations
caused the int eriors to be painted
block.
A building program was prepared after careful study of functional distribution and space requirements. Althou gh the program
clearl y distinguished four very different fun ction al unit s - county
offices, courthouse, health cent er
and jail - there was no diffi culty
in applying an additive design
principl e to the indi vidu al sections. D escrib ed as "suga r lumps"
juxtaposed and piled on top of
one another, the additive principl e
of intern al spatial arrangement determin ed the external envelope.
Further, this design approach allows for expansion and growth
which can easily be int egrat ed
I.

-- - - - -
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-

- -- -

with the existing struc ture. In order to unify the entire complex
the individ ual func tions are not
art iculated as separate fonn elemen ts. Furthermore, the design of
the complex was derived from th e
spa tial concept of the Taos Pueblo
where buildings genera te a spac e
rath er than use a pred efined space
(s uch as a Spanish Colon ial Plaza )
and then enclose it with buildings. Thi s can be sensed most
particularly when approaching the
complex from the parkin g area.
Although traditional planning
concepts were followed, the building expresses a contemporary interpretation that is not merely ap plied archaeo logy as is the "Santa
Fe Style."
Th e A rchitects, Taos

An Architect's Impression
by Robert W. Peters
The courthouse, county offices,
health department and jail for

Taos County form a governmental
pr ecinct nestled at the edge of a
tree -lined meado w along the south
approach to Taos.
Th e building complex is one of
a series seen agai nst the mountain
ran ge as one approaches Taos, including the Ranchos de Taos
Plaza group and the Sagebrush
Inn , eac h dating from a different
area and each making a different
sta tement about what it means to
bu ild seriously and compatibly in
this timeless landscap e.
Th e intervening "Roadscape" of
filling stations, used car showrooms, dri ve-in restaurants, motels and the like, must not b e ignored, if ind eed they would be;
bu t their contributions, as Archi tect Robert Venturi poin ts out in
his studies on Las Vegas, are not
to the landscap e or toward a "serious" rapport with the nature of a
speci fic place, but to motion; to
the spee d of the vehicle and the

~--NltIA May · June 1971
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linear system of the road.
That they could be anywhere,
along any road, in any lands cap e,
is their nature: Specific to time
but never to place, thus the graphic image heralding their presence
is of grea t importance while the
structures housing their functions
are thou ght to be insignificant;
not "serious" build ing and therefore not architecture.
As the road passes the new Government Cent er the stage for civic
debate is set : on the right side
precise textured plan es sharply
shadowed against the soft profile
of the mountains and on the left
the old time flavor of the new
Centin el Bank tint ed Sticky-Pink.
Both new buildings, both "serious"
works, both isolated in their parking lot settin gs but of quite opposite aesth etic int ention s.
If the intention s of the bank design are familiar and therefore
thou ght to be "traditional," what
intentions can be perceived for
the county buildings?
For me the clue lies in their
appearance at night, when th e
;' :'oject reads as a negative of its
daylight appearance; the recessed
14

window slots, in deep shadow during the day, glow softly with light
at night. Th is is not the light of
mercur y vapor streetlightin g but
the warm light of the lumin ario
with its suggestion of celebration .
Th is is a light uniqu ely sufficient
to Taos, of enough int ensity to
augment the moonlight in the
clarity of the New Mexico sky,
yet not violating the sense of repose within which th e town rests
at the base of its mountains. Surely the har sh int ensity of the town
lights seen from miles distant are
too strong, too "urba n" for its setting, and on approaching th e Plaza
from the south one's first impr ession is how desperately a munici pal sign control ordin ance is
needed.
This soft night glow of th e
county complex then, provides a
clue to its design intent to interpret phenomena of mat erials
seen in the light unique to their
setting in rational ways which
make the design "tra ditional" in
a larger sense th an that of the tradition of the merely picturesque.
It seems logical to see the massing of the plane walls sharpl y in
NMA May , Ju ne 1971

the clear light, perhaps even symbolic of that clarity of purpose
which we hopefully associate
with the law in our courts of justice. If the walls are built of concrete block rather than soft edge d
adobes, then their profiles are logically more precise.
While the massing of the complex has the stepped qu ality of the
Taos Pueblo houses, it is perhaps
their distinction between bearin g
walls and non-bearing window
openings which is least traditional
in local building. The relentl ess
orien tation of windows in two directions is perhaps too forced, and
the sun shielding in combination
with tinted glass produces perhaps less daylight in some interior areas than their size requires.
But then small openings in adobe
structures are traditi onal.
My grea test concern is for the
way in which the interiors reverse
the promise of surface richness
which the sun and shadow of the
exterior sugges t.
The heavy depend ence on vinyl
asbestos tile surfaces, stair nosings, catalog railings and metal
grilles, sealed and paint ed block,
and plastic lett er graphics seems
too close to the format of mercury
vapor lighting and outsize signing which blights so much of the
town. In a region where construction skills are imprecise, this attempt at creating a painted and
waxed "coated" environment seems
ill advised. Surely ground and
sealed concrete steps would be
sufficient if detailin g does not allow for concealing the edges of
the tile surface. Perhaps revealed
ductwork would make bett er corridor ceilings th an acoustic tile
suspension systems which require
more careful cutting and joining
than local skills allow. And does
fluorescent light have to be used
in non-work areas?
The spaces need softening of
materials and drama in color. This
could be a showcase for the arts
of Taos. The mur al for the courtroom is a beginning.
The courthouse plaza needs
land scapin g - masses of local
plant material handl ed architecturally with perhaps only one plant

type in each bed. Cert ainly full
and luxurious use of textur es in
scale with the large wall masses
is needed.
Th e decision to locate outside
the plaza , decried by Bainbridge
Bunting in a recent issue of N e w
Mexico Architecture, is of less
concern to me because government is an 8 to 5 operation and
adds littl e to the life of a town
center. Op ening the complex to
its rear parking makes sense and
also follows local precedent in being open to the mountains and protective from the west as is Taos
Pueblo. Th e roadside facad e
seems meant for ceremony with
its flags and projected platform
suitable for a civic official to addr ess the people assembled below.
Wheth er this sense of ceremony
for any formal civic use of th e
complex develops will depend on
community acceptance, but in any
case it seems that the traditional
art of architecture has received a
fresh new statement among the
Arts of Taos. -Robert W. Peters

A Layman's Im pression
by John Nichols
One person who works inside the
new Taos County Courthouse told
me recently, "Most people seem
to either rave about this building
complex, or else they really dislike it. "
It is easy to see why th ere
might not be more of a middl e
ground of reaction with regard
to the cluster of buildings-a jail,
a courthouse, an office building,
and a health center-which went
into operation last August. To begin with, from the outside the
complex is very modem , stark, and
impr essive looking; it is definit ely an arti stic work, and a depa rture from the building norm in
Taos County. Numerous walls jutting out beyond slim recessed
windows cast dramatic and angular shadows again st each oth er.
Even in the plaza area there
are no flat planes for long; several flights of steps in different
areas lead up from one level to
another past plant ers and open
areas designed for lawns and trees.
Although it app ears immediately

tha t the courthouse area resembles
pueblo style architecture, the
building lacks th e softness of real
adobe struc tures . Construc ted of
cement blocks, the buildings give
the impression of being thin , almost delicate looking. I was led
to wonder if they would wea r
well, if they would ever assume
the kind of friendly personality
that adobe homes in this section
of the county take, looking almost
as if they are an extension of the
ear th.
Th e courthouse area is also a
litt le startling to some people because the front is really in back;
you dr ive around behind th e
buildings to park and reach all
entrances; blank windowless walls
face Rout e 64 going south. This
added to the vague feeling I got,
walking around th e desert ed plaza,
a feeling of aloofness, as if this
lovely complex considered itself
above the personality of th e people and the buildings of Taos
County.
Th e insides of the four buildings are not as exciting as the exteriors; they seem designed largely for efficiency. My major personal complaint would be that the
windows, as skinny as they are,
and recessed also, do not pro vide
enough natural light ; I was aware
of darkness dispersed by fluorescence everywhere I went-some-
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how this gives the effect of efficient modem bureaucr atic architectu re. Both the health building
and the jail have large, high ceilinged rooms lighted by small skylights near the ceiling: the airiness of these rooms is fine, but the
wide expanses of unplast ered cement block wall give you a kind
of drab trapp ed feeling, unavoidable, perh aps, in a jail, but a littl e
sad in a clinic area, and, considering the exciting radical style of
the exter ior, slightly surprising.
The major courtroom itself is
an unusu al and innovative room:
rows of bod y-moulded fiberglass
cha irs in th e gallery rise above
the judge's bench and th e jury
box, the lawyers' tables and a podium , producing an almost th eatrical and · refreshing effect. In
all, the courtroom is an interesting, even somewhat futuristic
area, in which the rows of spaceage chairs somehow work very
nicely with the fine woodwork of
the judge's bench, th e jury box,
and the podium, which were done
by EI Mercado, a local crafts cooperat ive.
A major complaint that a few
county employees to whom I
spoke voiced, is that the circulating air system does not work well,
the electric heatin g is hard to control, and they cannot open the
windows in order to let in fresh

I::>

CONTRIBUTORS:

Robert VV. Peters

John Nichols

is an architect in the firm of Skidmore,
Owings and Merrill, Architects, Chicago, Illinois. His work includes the designs for the
U. S. Geological Survey building in Washington, D. C. and the Illinois Bar Association
building in Springfield, Illinois. Mr. Peters
graduated with honors from the University of
Minnesota with a Bachelor of Architecture
degree in 1959.

is a contributing Editor to the New Mexico
Review and a novelist, whose works include
the "Wizard of Loneliness" and "The Sterile
Cuckoo." The "Sterile Cuckoo" was made
into a highly successful movie. A native New
York citizen, Mr. Nichols is now a resident
of Taos.

PHOTOGRAPHER: William Davis
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air. In many offices, the air was
a bit stuffy; in the courthouse
building this was apparently due
to an error in the construction and
placing of air ducts and should
be corrected shortly. Yet when I
went through the jail the air was
fairly hot and quite oppressive.
In several offices, although there's
plenty of room in which to work,
I had the sensation of being slightly "sealed in." I would like it
much better if somehow the design of the present window s could
be changed to something that
could be opened and closed.
Because of the spare, aloof qu ality to the buildings th at I mentioned earlier, I have a feeling
it will prob ably take the average
Taoseno more time to get used to
the new courthouse complex than
it will take him, say, to get used
to the more conventional architecture of the recentl y completed
Centinel Bank building across the
stree t. At the same time, the new
courthouse is much more exciting
than the bank building, and to my
way of thinkin g, it deserves to be
gotten used to. If the money can
be raised- and it should be raised
- to land scap e the various plant ers and lawn areas, the complex
will be a beautiful and very pleasant area in which to spend some
time.
- John Nichols

Mural Competition
For Courtroom
Under the leadership of Taos
Artist Emil Bisttram, and the Taos
Art Association , a statewide competition was conducted to provide
a wall mural for the court room
in the new courthouse. On Saturday, March 27, 1971, the jury met
at the Stables Gallery; they selected a multi-panel fiberglass wall
relief design submitte d by Kenneth Dr ew of Taos.
Speaking for the jury, Dr. Francis V. O'Connor, Senior Visiting
Research Associate at the National Collection of Fin e Arts of the
Smithsonian Institution in Washington , D. C., commented about
the winnin g design. "We decid ed,
unanimously, to award him a
$7,500 commission to execute his
fibergl ass wall relief Light to
Darkn ess for the wall behind the

jury box. Since none of the other
entries seemed compatibl e for the
other wall, we decided to invite
him to design an apt motif for the
space behind the judge's bench.
If this proves satisfactory to us
later, he will be gran ted the other
commission for the wall above the
judge's bench.
"We felt Mr. Drew had created
a handsome and thoroughly appropriate wall relief which was elegantly designed in a contemporary material: fiberglass. Each
panel is different. Each circular
indentation , gently projected on a
cone, is differentl y placed, and
each panel is at a slightly different angle from its neighbor. Yet,
aside from these differences, each
panel is identi cal in its basic motif. It is, so to speak, a peer group
of panels just as individual jury
men are peers when passing judgment. One hopes that Mr. Dr ew

will be as successful with the
judge."
Singled out for honorable mention were: Arthur R. Bond, Deming; Sydney Cobb, Ranchos de
Taos; Dow Heaton , Ranchos de
Taos; Cecil Howard , Silver City;
Karl Tani, Santa Fe; William
Ward er, Albuquerque; Cynthia
West, Taos.
Serving on the jury with Dr.
O'Connor, were : Mr. Henry Hop kins, director of the Fort Worth
Art Museum; Mr. Robert Ewing,
cura tor in charge of fine arts,
Museum of New Mexico in Sant a
Fe; Mr. William Mingenbach, one
of the architects of the county
courthouse; Mr. Emil Bisttram,
Taos artist and chairman of the
project. Honorary judges were :
Mrs. Sue McCleery, president of
the Taos Art Association and Mr.
Eugenio Rael, Taos County Commissioner.
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Wer e The Architects Successful?
You Tell Us:
YES

NO

D

D

Send Your Vote To :
1_New Mexico~rchitectu:

-=- Box 935~anta ~'~' M. 87501

I
I
I

J

Th e winning mural has been superim posed on a photograph of th e court
room by th e artist, Kenn eth Drew.

NMA May · June 1971

17

ROCKY MOUNTAIN STONE CO.
t!lJ('OlfltJtI .

BUILDERS HARDWARE
FALCON Locks-in stock

~/(It'Jf'i'J

J(~/lfJ<ll' f!&lIitlti,?

II'IJIII

d e !l:tJld

. .fite.r/Il:Jldti:e

.9Zme . . . .

0/ ~ItJa JlI/lleJlI

ARCHITECTURAL SPECIALTIES DIVISION

J. C. Baldridge Lumber Co.
Albuquerque

3219 CLAREMONT AVENUE N. E.
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

243 -4546

344-2611
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AT LAST ....
A TRAFFIC BEARING ROOF
DECK MATERIAL THAT LASTS !

DEX - 0 - TEX
WEATHERWEAR

•••
TO USE OUR COMPLETE
ARCHITECTURAL CONSULTATION
SERVICE FOR THE FOLLOWING
QUALITY PRODUCTS
FORMICA LAMINATES

Dex - 0 - Tex forms its
own elastic membrane,
flashing - and its own
durable neoprene traffic
surface. Applied in a series of trowe l applicatio ns to form a monolithic roof, Dex - 0 - Tex
ca n be applied over concrete slob, plywood or
.~
quarry tile surfaces.
Dex - 0 - Tex will not rupture due to potented slip sheet
feature an d elastic composition. It will not soften under
heat or become br ittle when cold.

CONGOLEUM
FLOORING

VINYL ASBESTOES AND
ASBESTOS TILE (T ILE TEXI

FORMICA
WALL SYSTEMS

CARPETING BY PATCRAFT_
JORGES-LUDlOW

MARLITE

CERAM IC TILE FOR' FLOORS AND WALLS

MOST OF THE ABOVE PRODUCTS HAVE
LOCAL FACTORY REPRESENTATION
FACILITATING ACCURATE
SPECIFICATIONS.
DISTRIBUTOR

Ask us for deta ils an this proven roof deck system .

~t:.W MI:XI£():
M4~I3LI: 4.~() TILt:
414 Second St., S. W.
Albuquerque, N. M.
P. O. Box 834 • Phone 243-5541

co,
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312 INDUSTRIAL AVENUE N . E.
ALBUQUERQUE, N. M . P. O. BOX 1963 87103
PHONE 344-2317
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a memb er of the faculty at the
University of New Mexico and
later Dir ector of the Roswell Museum and Art Center, Dr. Gebhard
was for over a year the Editor of
New Mexico Arch itect ( 1959-60) .
As editor, he instituted a series of
articles in the maga zine on historical aspects of New Mexican architecture.
LETTERS
Reproduced below are two letters which are typical of the several received from our readers
follo win g th e publication of th e
A1arch/April NMA:
March 23, 1971
Dear [ohn:
I want to compliment you for
the stand you have taken on issues
and problems concern ing th e ecology of this State. I was impressed
with your editorial and your willingness to "stick by your guns."
Con gratulations on your courage.
With kind est personal regards, I
remain
Sincerely,
D. D. Van Soelen
Vice President and Cashier
First National Bank
Santa F e, N. M.
April 7, 1971
JPC
Congratul ations on your Editorial (J an.lFeb. 1971). You in New
Mexico have so much to pr eserve.
But all of us have a stake in the
survi val of Hom o Sap . We must
realize that we have never had a
civilization, only varying degrees
of technology. Don 't worry about
the adve rtisers who withdraw.
Th ey won't be around to adv ertise, unless they cooperat e.
Sincerely,
Charles D. Strong A.LA.
Th e book enclosed presents a
horrifying prospect for our nation
and the entire w orld, if th e pollution of our air and water is permitted to continue, and if population is allow ed to grow at its present alarmin g rate.
Although the book is fiction ,
1989: Population Doomsday by
Don Pendelton , could happen.
Read it and be frightened.

" I N THE
BEGINNING
?"
W e reproduce below a bit of
th e Bible accordin g to Mr. Charl es
Stron g:
"In the end there was earth, and
it was with form and beauty.
"And man dw elt up on the land
of the ea rth, the meadows and
trees, and he said, 'Let us build
our dwellings in this place of
beauty.'
"And he built cities and covered
the ear th with concrete and steel.
And the mead ows were gone. And
man said, 'It is good.'
"On the third day, man looked
upon the forests of th e earth and
saw they were beautiful. And man
said, 'Le t us cut the timb er for our
homes an d grind the wood for our
use.'
"And man did.
"And the lands became barr en
and thc trees we re gonc, and man
said, 'It is good.'
"On the fourth day, man saw
that an imals were in abundance
and in the fields. . . . And man
said 'Le t us race these animals for
our 'own amusement and kill them
all.' And man did. And there were
no more animals on the face of the
earth.
"And man said, 'It is good.'
"On the sixth day, man saw himself, and seeing th e many languages and tongues, he fear ed and
hat ed. And man said, 'Le t us build
grea t machines an d destroy these,
lest they destroy us.' And man
buil t grea t machines an d the earth
was fired with rage of grea t wars.
"And man said, 'It is good.'
"On the seventh day, man rested
from his labors, and the earth wa s
still, for man no longer dw elt upon
the earth.
"And it was good."
BOB MALLORY MARRIES

At noon Saturday, May 1, Robert
G. Mallory, A.LA., Adverti sing Director for N M A and Miss Gloria
Elaine Griffin excha nged wedding
vows. The sta ff of NAJA wish es
them long life, happiness and th e
statistically allowable number of
children- 2.11
NMA May· June 1971

A LEGISLATIVE
REPORT
A hop eful , but too long, list of
bills designed to put power into
the hands of governm ent bodies
concerne d with continuing subdivision proliferation in New Mexico was introduced into the state
legislature. Although strongly supported by well organized environmentally concerned groups, all of
th e bills died. How ever, Hous e Bill
205, sponsored by James Koch ( D.
Sant a Fe ) and oth ers did survive.
Establi shing an En vironm ental Improvement Agency, the bill is a
step towards developing a larger
state conce rn with environmental
matters.
Further, Hou se Joint Resolution
14, Population passed both hous es.
Th e resolution states that New
Mexico should conside r stabilization of its population to be of
. pressing and immed iate concern .
Th e resolution asks that the state
develop "policies, atti tudes, social
stan da rds, and action whi ch will,
by voluntary and hum ane means
consisten t with hum an rights and
indi vidu al conscience" stabilize the
popul ation.-]PC

THE BEST LAID PLANS
OF MICE AND EDITORS!
Th e March/April issue of N MA
mad e a mistake-it planned ahea d
in print! It was stated that a followup story about statements mad e
ea rlier in reference to the forest
h ar v e st pra c ti c es on pri vately
owned land would appea r in this
issue. Well, the pr ess of the legislativ e session, followed by Earth
Day and conflicting schedules ~re
vented this editor from arrangmg
new interviews with representatives of opposing points of view.
Th e matter shall be pursued.
Further, in place of the promised
Hobbs Public Library you find
the Taos County Court House. Th e
current controversy about th e design of the Court Hous e made its
publication more timely. I~ th.e
next issue, the Hobbs Pubhc LIbrary!
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design interiors, Inc.
5021 lomas n. e., albuquerque
268 -4307

interior planning
professional design service
cont ract sales

KI

EY BRICK Co PANY I C.

Manufactu rers of:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Distributors for:

ALBUQUERQUE
TESTI NG LABORATORY
Sub-soiI Investigations
For Stru ctural and Dam Foundations

Common Brick
• Summ it Brick Co.
Patio Brick
• Acme Brick Co.
Face Brick
• Ma jor Brick Co.
Roman Brick
• Eureka Brick Co.
Norman Brick
• Te xa s Cla y Products
"SCR" Brick
• • • • • • • •
Samples and info rma tion upon request

Visit Our Office &. Showrooms at Plant
5 miles South just off of Second Street
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
Phone 877·4550
P,O, Box 1804, 87103

KEY50N

HAS

THE

Two Drills and Crews now
available for Prompt Service
Laboratory Analysis and
Eva luat ion of Construction Materials
All work done under the supervision
of Registered Professional Engineers
532 Jefferson St. N.E. Phone AL 5-8916
Phone AL 5- 1322

P. O. Box 4 10 1
Albuquerque
New Mexico

COATING

The inte rior and exterior of this bold new
bu ilding was coated with Keykrete Cement it ious coating. Applied directly to concrete
block or poured concrete, Keykrete eliminates costly rubbing and finishing, g ives colo r
c hoice, pleasi ng texture and ap preciab le savings.

KEYSON APPLI ED COATI NGS, Inc.
502 General Patch, S. E., Phone 298-7597
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87112

N . M . ZOOLOGICA L- BOTAN ICA L
STATE PARK OF THE SOUTHWEST
ARCH ITECT5--CHAMBERS & CAMPBELL
CONTRACTOR-LEMBKE CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.
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Exterior -- Interior -- Super Bond
Applied Coatings -

(16 Colors)

Depicting the variety of colors of the great Southwest and
Rocky Mountain Region.
An unlimited number of textures and patterns can be developed with stucco. It can be finished rough or smooth, raked,
grooved or dashed. No other material used in construction has
more flexibility of form and mood to aid the Architect in
carrying out his design.
Manufactured in Albuquerque, New Mexico, (is specially
formulated for the Southwest and Rocky Mountain Region ).

by
EL REY STUCCO FOG-KOTE SPRAY
(A Color Stabilizing Spray )

"ee Reg" Stucco Co.

110 Rutherford N. E.
P. O. Box 6122

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107
Phone (50 5 ) 345-1208

. . . . the test of time.
TRUS JOIST does it year in and year aut and Leslie F. Ba ker,
a f Baker Construction Compa ny, recognizes that fact. His experience with TRUS JOIS T on numerous jobs has told him so. He
put it this way . . . .
"As one of the first TRUS JOIST customers in this area, we
are finding the reasons we used them are as valid as ever.
Congratulations on standing the test of time."
Like he sa ys, the reasons are valid as ever.
Use them once, and you 'll know what he means.
San Ped ro
Chiropractic Clinic
Albuquerq ue
Architect :
Jack E. Fickel
Contractor :
Baker Const ruct ion
Compa ny

George B. McGill
210 Cagua Dr., N. E.
Albuquerque
505/256-2058

WITH QUALITY PRODUCTS
DAY & NIGHT
SARGENT
KOHLER
STEELCRAFT
STANLEY

ISO N 'T HEM 0 V E - - - - -

SANTA FE BUILDERS SUPPLY CO.
SANTA FE AND ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
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cMillan & Associates, Inc.
CONSULTING MATERIALS ENGINEERS
2501 Can de laria Road, N. E.
345-368 1
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Experienced Pe rsonnel for:
•

Laboratory and Field Testing of
Construction Materials

•

Subsurface Soil Investigations

•

Plant Inspect ion a nd Calibration
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Albuquerque Gravel Products Co.
Albuquerque Lumber Co.

ChemComp .
doesn't shrink
from any iob.
When you want minimized
shrinkage cracking for absolute
structural integrity, durability, and
beauty, the concreteansweris
ChemComp,Southwestern
Portland's expansive cement.
ChemCompis finish ed cement, not
anadditive or partial
replacement. It greatly reduces
maintenance and repair costs due
tocracks. It genera lly eliminates
the needfo rwaterproof
membranes orsurface
sealants. Check ChemComp's
many advantages.
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Albuquerque Testing Laboratory
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WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE:
BOX 392, EL PASO, TEXAS79943.
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San Valle Tile Kilns
Santa Fe Builders Supply Co.
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Southern Union Gas Co.

SOUTHWESTERN PORTLAND CEMENT COMPANY
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EMPIRE BLOCK CO.,
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DON J. CUMMINGS
COMPANY, INC.

2914 Girard, N . E.
345 -3451

P. O. Box 3486
Albuquerque

Silting
L a rge people . little people, quiet people,
s q u i gg ly people. Pa r t ic u la r people.
For assembly or auditorium seating to
k eep c r eatu res of comfort happy, we ask
you to sit down on the job and judgel
Gri g g s Pu sh B a c k Cha irs are beautiful
strong, comfortable and meant to
wel c o me t he c o n t o u r s of particular people.

HOLLOW METAL
•

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY FROM
LARGE I N V EN TORY OF
STOCK SELECTIONS

•

WIDE VARIETY OF DOORS

Architects regularly use our design consultation
services for:
Science labs / Offices / Artrooms / Dormitories /
Libraries / Auditorium seating / Home Economics
labs / Gymnasiums

UIVERSITY BOO STORE
BUILDER'S HARDWARE
•

YALE 6' TOWNE

•

VISIT OUR NEW
SHOWROOM FOR SELECTIONS

LLiED SUPPLY CO.
2122 Central , SE
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A lbuquerque, N. M.
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Shape. Effect. Form. Design
RE NDER IT IN CONCRETE
FOR LAST ING BEAUTY

A fine example of the shope and design co pobility of Hydro Con dui t Corporotion is the pre-cost concrete win dow pa nels used as entire wall sections
on the new survivability/vulnera bi lity
test simulation facil ity at Kirtland Air
Force Bose.
The roof of the building feat ures 8'
prestressed concrete twin tees, to make
on economical, practical an d most attractive building .

ARCHITECT - CORPS OF ENG IN EERS
CONTRACTOR - THE BANES CO., INC.

HYDRO

CONDUIT CORPORATION

2800 SECOND ST., SW • ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

87103

